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Using primary sources to teach Supreme Court Cases

ACourt cases represent the convergence of
social, political, and economic foraeghey
represent a historical moment in time

ACourt cases are narratives or stories of real
lives being impacted by legal interpretation

AConsider how you might highlight that
historical moment for students hroulgh usmg
primary sources which represent beliefs an
cultural values of the time period
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Scolt v Sandford

To the Pro-Sla vo;g‘:; Southern Rights

The time has now arrived, to test the
real interest the Southern or States Rights
Party feel for the perpetuity of our institu-
tions. Congress has at last blotted or
“Expunged” from the Statute Books, that
unjust and unconstitutional enactment, the
Missouri Compromise, and solemnly recog-
nised the great doctrines so long fruitless-
ly contended for, bythat party. N ow, that
the wall which has so long barred our pro-
gress, has been broken down, and we are
permitted to go, with all our property
whithersoever we please; will we permit
- this opportunity for restoring that just equi-
librium between the Slave-holding and non-
Slave-helding States, to pass unimproved.

(1857)
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The Anti-Slavery B ugl-c.
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Salem, Ohlo, June 8, 1854, ;;,'
WHAT 18 TO BE DONE! A

Our resistance to the Nebraska bill has proved
uetloss. The Lill has paseed. 1t in law, What
now ean we do, ery the despairing and the indolent.
What gan we o, aleo say the earneatminded, Our
answer s ready, Dissolve partnership with the
fuithles traitors, who repudiate their bonds—with C
the shameless dospots, who covet the whole carth, | ¥
that they may strew it with chains. Do not trouble | E
Jourselves about the wilds and prairies of Nebraska, ',
but close in o deathlock with slavery, Lot the v
Novth thunder in the ears of the South, the only |

she ean honorally or honestly mmkoe ,?
DISSOLUTION or ABOLITION, Abalition, im- |,
mediale and entire.  Our unions shall be only with |«
freemen, Wo alll scorn the allinnco of tyrants, |

A8 we scorn to heslaves,  1f the South insists upon i:
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Squatter Sovereign (Atchison, Kan. Terr.), March 6, 1855, Page 2,

Anti-Slavery Bugle (New-Lisbon, OH), June 3, 1854, Page 2,
Image 2, col. 1.

Image 2, col. 1-4.



-This image is from ourrhe
Civil War: the Nation Moves
Toward War Primary Source
set In it, you will find several
primary sources to choose
which offer a broad
perspective of America on
the eve of The Civil War and
can help situate the case in
Its historical moment.
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https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/civil-war-approach/

Drawing Justice: The Art of Courtroom lllustration

@ loc.gov/exhibitions/drawing-justice-courtroom-illustrations/about-this-exhibition?loclr=bloglaw QA W Q
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DRAWING JUSTICE

EXPLORE THE EXHIBIT




Explore the Exhibit

Drawing Justice:
Explore the Exhibit

-Select trial categories
for students to explore

-Prompt students to
use the court
drawing/primary
sources as a
springboard into
further investigation of
the case and its
historical moment

Race-Based Crimes Crime, Corruption, and Cover-Ups Federal and Special Courts



https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/drawing-justice-courtroom-illustrations/about-this-exhibition?

Significant Landmark Supreme Court Case Primary Sources



